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Recommendations

It is recommended that : 

(1) Speed Limit Reminders (SLRs) and Speed Data Recorders (SDRs) be deployed on 
North Millers Dale. 

(2) The road markings to highlight the presence of pedestrian crossing points be 
implemented as indicated in photograph 3 on page seven; and

(3) Parking restriction measures are implemented as per figure 2 page 7 to prevent 
parking adjacent to the blind bend. 

Summary

The proposal is to reinforce the current speed limit using a range of measures including;

 the use of an electronic sign which shows drivers their speed and reminds them of 
the signed limit

 road markings to help highlight pedestrian crossing points and give the impression 
that the road narrows so as to encourage lower vehicle speeds

 parking restrictions to enable improved visibility for motorists joining the main road 
through the estate.

Statutory Powers
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984; Traffic Management Act 2004.

Legal Agreements
Agency Agreement dated 30 March 2009 between Hampshire County Council and 
Eastleigh Borough Council.

Strategic Implications 

1. This report addresses a number of the strategic objectives: Tackling Congestion 
and associated pollution on key commuter routes, and helping to create an 
Excellent Environment for All. 



Eastleigh Borough Council

2. Introduction

2.1  North Millers Dale is a distributor road through the North Milers Dale estate 
linking to Hursley Road at one end and Flexford Road at the other. The road is 
made up of a series of sweeping bends and is subject to a 30 mph limit. There 
are nine road junctions and six ‘across estate’ footways emerging on to it. This 
road is also a bus route and signed as a recommended route for cyclists. Within 
the length of this road there are three uncontrolled pedestrian crossing points 
with islands on the centre line. The centre line is marked throughout the road’s 
length and on the longest bend at approximately the mid-point of North Millers 
Dale, a bend warning sign has been used with a max speed 25mph sub plate.  

2.2 Due to the way in which North Millers Dale is connected it provides an 
opportunity for drivers to ‘miss out’ a busy intersection of Hursley Road, 
Hiltingbury Road and Flexford Road; therefore the potential for using North 
Millers Dale as a short cut is present, with clear evidence that the route is used 
regularly for this purpose. 

2.3 This plan of North Millers Dale shows the location of complaints about speeding 
traffic; each coloured dot represents one complaint (the coloured dot within the 
residential closes were issues with an overgrown hedge and an obstructed 
access)

 

Figure1 Plan showing complaint locations
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3.0 Speeding Issues

3.1 In recent years eleven complaints from residents have been received by 
Eastleigh Borough Council, all relating to the speed of traffic on North Millers 
Dale. Notably the complaints have all indicated locations close to the side roads. 
This suggests that, to those emerging from the side roads, the perception of 
speeds of vehicles on North Millers Dale whilst not necessarily exceeding the 
30mph limit may still appear to be uncomfortably fast. 

Whilst measures in recent years have helped to address speed concerns, the 
increased popularity of the Hiltonbury Farmhouse public house and restaurant  is 
resulting in patrons parking on North Millers Dale when the alternative parking is 
full. This has meant that at times driver’s forward visibility is obscured. It is 
therefore considered that continuing to use measures to encourage lower speeds 
will help to ensure the road retains its current low accident record.    

3.2 Enquiries made with Hampshire County Council also showed that the complaints 
received with regard to this road related to the speed of traffic.

4.0 Parking Issues

4.1 Information received from residents’ via a local councillor expressing concerns 
about parking around the Hiltonbury Farmhouse area, are shown in photograph 1 
below.

Photograph 1 Vehicles parked on North Millers Dale

Whilst less evident in this photo the camper van is parked close to a blind bend and 
junction. Drivers travelling north would be unable to see if it is safe to cross on to the 
southbound side of the road to pass the camper van (as shown in photo 2, below). 
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The positioning of this van is also having a detrimental effect on the visibility for 
drivers emerging from the side road (see below). The driver in photograph 3 is not 
only obstructing sight lines but also the footway.

 

Photograph 2 Photograph 3

4.2 This highlights the concern that parking which occurs in close proximity to a bend 
could lead to collisions. The risk appears to have increased as the restaurant has 
become more popular and is therefore expected to be an ongoing issue.

4.3 Checks have been made on the collision history of the road with no recorded 
injury accidents in the last five years. The proposals in this report reflect the 
changing circumstances on site and are designed to mitigate the increased level 
of risk.  

5.0 Proposed solutions to speed and parking Issues

5.1 To deal with the residents’ concerns regarding speeding traffic, it is proposed to 
add this location to the list of sites which use the speed limit reminders and 
speed data recorders.  

5.2 The use of road markings to highlight the presence of highway features is a 
common practice for influencing driver behaviour. Road markings used to 
highlight the presence of the pedestrian crossing points giving the impression 
that the road narrows, are found to have a positive effect in reducing vehicle 
speeds. The proposed markings are indicated below on a modified photograph 
(Photograph 3). The white lining gives the impression the road is narrower, 
thereby causing drivers to slow down.
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Photograph 3 modified to indicate where the proposed road markings would go. 
These would be white lines highlighting the presence of the pedestrian crossing 
point.

Proposed solutions regarding parking concerns

5.2 The summer months of 2018 saw an increase in trade as the Hiltonbury 
farmhouse was rebranded and was subject to a wider advertising campaign. As 
a result, overspill parking is now occurring on North Millers Dale, some of which 
is close to bends, as previously highlighted in this report. 

Some of the overspill parking on North Millers Dale was seen to be causing a 
hazard to other road users. It is recommended that parking restrictions be 
implemented where on street parking is detrimental to road safety  Figure 2 
below shows the extent of proposed measures to counter the inappropriate 
parking.  The location will continue to be monitored to ensure measurers remain 
appropriate to the location.

5.3 The Traffic Management Department at Hampshire County Council has been 
contacted and has confirmed it has no objections to the recommended solutions 
in this report.
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Figure 2 Proposed Parking Restrictions

6.0 Financial Implications

6.1 Installing the road markings (white lines to highlight the island locations) will cost 
approximately £250 for all three locations, if undertaken whilst other lining works 
are being implemented in the area.

6.2 Deploying the reactive signs will cost £60 per deployment.   They are used for 
short periods only in order to remain effective.  This can be a one-off deployment 
or, if speed is found to be a regular occurrence, the location can be retained on 
the Chandlers Ford list of Speed Limit Reminder (SLR) and Speed Data 
Recorder (SDR) sites so that the speed limit reminder can be used annually.

6.3 Developing and implementing a legal order to prevent inappropriate parking will 
cost approximately £2500 (dependant on the number of objections).

7.0 Funding for these works 

7.1 The works have been priced as individual packages, allowing the Local Area 
Committee to choose which elements to take forward. Section 106 funds held by 
the area committee should be considered to see if they could be used for these 
purposes. If no S106 contributions are available but the committee wishes to 
take these measures forward, an option would be to combine the lining works 
with next year’s parking restriction works in the area, thereby reducing the cost of 
these measures.
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8.0 Risk Assessment

8.1 If taken forward, the public would be consulted on these proposals via the press 
adverts, notification on the Eastleigh Borough Council website and by on street 
notices. 

9.0 Equality and Diversity Implications

The Equality Act is relevant to the decision in this report in that the proposed 
measures will have a positive impact on those with mobility issues, advancing 
equality of opportunity, or fostering good relations between different people.  A 
specific Equality Impact Assessment has not been carried out as this would not 
be proportionate to the measures proposed.  Enhancing road safety has 
implications for equality as young people, those on lower incomes, frail elderly, 
disabled people and women (who are more likely still to be walking with young 
children) are all more likely to be pedestrians and adversely affected by speed. 
On this basis, these measures promote equality amongst the travelling public.  

10.0 Conclusion

10.1 The measures are aimed at raising awareness amongst drivers and 
encouraging a change in behaviour. The parking restriction measures help to 
maintain road safety for all road users and will need to be monitored to ensure 
the restriction remains proportional to the parking issue. 

David Pickett             SENIOR ENGINEERING SPECIALIST

Date: 10 May 2019
Contact Officer: David Pickett
Tel No: 02380688000
e-mail: david.pickett@eastleigh.gov.uk
Appendices Attached: None

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D
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